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New York Times best-selling 
author and Wyndmere, N.D., 
native Chuck Klosterman is 
making his way back to the 
Fargo-Moorhead area, at least 
for a couple of days. 
The established writer and 
pop-culture observer will be 
hosting a presentation titled 
“Life Through The Prizm Of 
Popular Culture,” at 8 p.m. 
tonight (Thursday) on Gaede 
stage in the Center for Arts. 
Tickets for the event are free 
and available either through 
the CAB office or the box office 
in the CA. 
The following morning will 
see him hosting what has been 
described as a “writing work-
shop” at 11 a.m. in CMU 101. 
Both events are free and 
funded by the student activ-
ity fee. 
Each should also provide 
attendees with an opportunity 
to pick the brain of a respected 
modern day pop-culture icon. 
Rather than delivering a 
prepared spiel, Klosterman 
rather hopes to open up a dia-
logue with his audience. 
Klosterman said: “To be 
honest, I don’t really plan any-
thing. I just sort of show up and 
do a little bit about my career 
and who I am. Primarily, I take 
questions from the audience. I 
mean, that’s really the main 
element of the conversation. I 
don’t plan a speech, really.” 
Klosterman is the author of 
four books:  “Fargo Rock City,” 
an ode to both 1980’s hair 
metal and life growing up in 
a small town; “Sex, Drugs and 
Cocoa Puffs,” an exhaustive 
deconstruction of American 
pop-culture; “Killing Yourself 
To Live: 85% of a True Story,” 
in which Klosterman drives 
across the country to examine 
different sites where famous 
musicians have tragically 
passed away and, most recent-
ly; “Chuck Klosterman IV: A 
Decade Of Curious People 
And Dangerous Ideas,” an 
examination of everything 
from popular musicians to 
robots. 
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Blue team members, junior Travis Kuntz, left, and sophomore Tyler Michaels, perform in the Bearded 
Men Improv Sports Show competition on Saturday night on gaede Stage. Bearded Men Improv, an 
improvisational comedy group, meets Thursdays at 10:30 p.m. in the green Room in the ca.   
Debt is a serious problem 
for many college students. 
Recently, the number of 
students in debt has dramati-
cally increased, and it seems 
as though the main reason for 
this increase is credit cards.
An MSUM graduate who 
prefers to remain anonymous 
for financial reasons said she 
was a freshman in college 
when she got her first credit 
card. 
“The Discover Card repre-
sentatives were at the school, 
and when the application said 
‘income,’ they said, ‘Just put 
how much tuition is. That’s 
fine,’” she said.
When she was 22, she real-
ized there was a problem. 
“I had maxed out several 
cards and was paying the min-
imums,” she said. “Eventually, 
I went to credit counseling but 
that didn’t help a whole lot. 
I ended up having to declare 
bankruptcy.”
The anonymous student had 
five gas cards, five department 
store cards, three major credit 
cards and almost $10,000 in 
debt when she declared bank-
ruptcy at the age of 29.
Now she is 31 and still 
affected by her previous debt. 
She said: “I can’t get a real-
ly nice apartment without a 
co-signer. I can’t buy a car 
without a co-signer or even at 
all. I can’t qualify for a home 
loan or anything like that for 
another four to five years. I 
sometimes feel like a failure. 
Had I paid attention or just 
not signed the application, I 
could still have at least closer 
to decent credit.”
To help students manage 
their debt, MSUM is trying to 
make credit card debt easier to 
understand. 
By MIchELLE pEaRSoN
Staff Writer
Sporting comedy colors Shootings 
raise new 
concerns 
Text message  
alert system 
might save lives
By BEN SaILER
Opinion Editor
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The shooting deaths of six 
students on the campus of 
Northern Illinois University 
last week has caused many to 
look at the security of MSUM.
“I feel that, realistically, we 
are pretty safe, but there is 
always the possibility of an 
event occurring,” Director 
of Campus Security Michael 
Parks said. “We are certainly 
prepared to handle such an 
event.”
On Monday, MSUM fin-
ished testing its new text alert 
system, an opt-in program 
designed to give students the 
opportunity to receive emer-
gency alerts via text or e-mail. 
This system alerts students 
to possible crisis situations, 
including natural disasters, as 
well as man-made catastro-
phes.
In light of recent shootings 
on campuses across the nation, 
many students and faculty 
members may feel more ner-
vous about the possibility of 
such an event, Parks said.
“I think it makes parents, 
students and staff more aware 
or nervous because they can 
relate to such tragedies,” he 
said.
The shooting at NIU result-
ed in the injury of 16 students 
and the death of six students, 
including the gunman and the 
graduate student who was 
teaching the geology class in 
which the gunman opened 
fire. 
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Jump start in Lot S
Fire on third floor, Nelson 
Parking complaint/ violation
in Lot D
Accident, assist MPD
in Lot A
Suspicious activity in Nelson 
Disorderly conduct in Lot D
Motor vehicle accident 
off campus
Alcohol offenses 
in South Snarr
False fire alarm 
in Center for the Arts
Jump start in Lot D
Alcohol offenses 
in Grantham
Suspicious persons in CMU
Vandalism in Holmquist
Assist residential life staff 
in Holquist 
Advocate meetings 
3:30 p.m. Mondays 
in CMU 110
The Advocate would like 
to invite any interested stu-
dents to their weekly meet-
ings in The Advocate office. 
Pick up an application today 
and apply to be a sports writ-
er, staff writer, cartoonist or 
photographer.
Jenny ChrisTen / The AdvoCATe
Join the job fair
Come to the Minnesota State 
Universities job and intern-
ship fair at the Minneapolis 
Convention Center on Friday.  
There are about 180 compa-
nies attending this fair, spon-
sored by the seven Minnesota 
State Universities.
If you have any questions, 
stop by Career Services in 
CMU 114.
dragon Fire hosts 
after hours social
Join the Dragons from 5 to 
7 p.m. today at the Courtyard 
by Marriott in Moorhead.
Numerous coaches and 
other members of the athletic 
staff will be present to social-
ize and provide team updates. 
Hors d’oeuvres will be pro-
vided with a cash bar.
dragon Frost holds 
events this week
MSUM will embrace win-
ter with a week-long Dragon 
Frost celebration, including 
a 1 ton communal ice cream 
sundae, free chili feed, snow-
shoe races, a Snow Court coro-
nation and a President’s Ball.
 
nominate a student 
leader this month
The Office of Student 
Activities is currently accept-
ing nominations for the 
Student Leader of the Month 
Award, which recognizes one 
extraordinary student leader 
each month during the aca-
demic year.  
Nominees should be some-
one who has significantly 
contributed in some way to 
their student organization or 
the campus community and 
needs to be recognized.  
Please take the time to 
nominate that individual by 
completing an online form at 
www.mnstate.edu/osa.  The 
nomination form can be found 
on the homepage.  All nomi-
nations are due by tomorrow 
at 4 p.m.
dragon Ambassador
applications due
The Dragon Ambassador 
program is currently accept-
ing applications for student 
ambassadors for next year.  
The Dragon Ambassadors 
are student representatives 
for the office of the president, 
alumni foundation and admis-
sions.  
Those selected are able to 
represent the MSUM student 
body at events such as alumni 
banquets, award presentations, 
convocation, commencement, 
preview and Dragon Days 
and many other functions on 
and off campus.  
Students that are or know a 
student who would be a good 
ambassador for our univer-
sity, please encourage them to 
apply.  Applications are avail-
able at The Compass in the 
CMU, online at www.mnstate.
edu/ambassadors and in the 
admissions office in Owens. 
The deadline is 4 p.m. on Feb. 
29. Call Mark Proulx at 477-
2162 with questions.
Apply for study 
abroad scholarship 
Applications are now 
open for the Gerry Haukebo 
Endowed Scholarship for 
study abroad.  
Two $600 scholarships will 
be awarded to eligible students 
studying abroad in 2008-09. 
Applicants must be accept-
ed into an accredited study 
abroad program and plan on 
studying for a full academic 
year.  For application mate-
rials, contact International 
Programs, FR 151, or check 
the Web site at www.mnstate.
edu/intl.  
The deadline is March 25.
visit the historic 
Comstock house
Chili Fest and fund raiser 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday at 506 8th St. S.
Free will offering for admis-
sion and Chili Fest, house 
tours, chili and the fixings.
Student Senate 
Summary: Feb. 14
•Diane Wray Williams vis-
ited student senate to discuss 
various issues in the Fargo-
Moorhead community.  
She discussed the civic uni-
versity program that can be 
accessed through the commu-
nity education program, the 
on-going debate on parking 
issues around both the MSUM 
and Concordia campuses how 
the current transit system 
could be better utilized.
•Student senate will be 
holding a meet and discuss 
with President Barden and 
Vice President of Student 
Affairs Midgarden Feb. 28 at 
5 p.m. during public hearing, 
where various questions and 
issues will be addressed.
•Student senate is looking 
for dedicated students for the 
Lobby Core. Get involved with 
legislators and make your 
voice heard. You can lobby at 
the state capitol and receive 
e-mail updates about legisla-
tion that affects you. It is great 
networking and excellent for 
the resume. If you are inter-
ested, contact Mikan Lovcik 
at mikes_58@yahoo.com. 
Upcoming lobbying dates are 
February 29 and March 12.
•Filing for student senate 
has begun.  If any students are 
interested in running for an 
executive position or an aca-
demic seat for fall 2008, visit 
www.mnstate.edu/stusen for 
more information.
Presentation 
on architecture
John Koepke, chairman of 
the department of landscape 
architecture at the U of M will 
be on campus for a presenta-
tion of graduate opportunities 
in Landscape Architecture and 
Architecture at the U of M.  
The presentation will be 
from 7 to 8 p.m. on Feb. 28 in 
CMU  208.
Getting hotter 
in here
Join Geo Club for Geo Week 
during Dragon Frost. Three 
speakers, Dr. Ken Lepper, Dr. 
Karl Leonard and Dr. Will 
Gosnold will be coming to 
talk and make sense of glob-
al warming. All talks begin 
at 7 p.m. from Tuesday to 
Thursday in Science Lab 104. 
There will also be free snacks.
Travis Kuntz, Paul vonasek, Matthew Pitner, and Tyler Michaels 
perform during the Bearded Men improv sports Comedy show on 
Gaede stage saturday.
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To ski, PAge 11
By MichAel Johnson
Features Editor
Why wait? Come toParadiso and endulge in the one everyone talks about! Choose a Chimi,relax in the fabulous surroundings and let us do the cooking foryou tonight!
CHIM_MSUM_08A
MSUM students become mountaineers
Weaving past pheasants on 
a snow drifted back road, a 
large hill can be seen in the 
middle of farm country. With 
15 downhill runs full of peo-
ple, it looked more like vanilla 
ice cream covered in color-
ful sprinkles at Andes Tower 
Hills last Saturday afternoon. 
Downhill skiers, cross coun-
try skiers, snow boarders and 
tubers took advantage of the 
40-degree weather and hit the 
slopes looking for some excite-
ment and a sun tan, too. 
Among the hundreds of 
people was a group of 30 
MSUM students.  The group, 
organized by the International 
Students Organization, sched-
uled the trip after being post-
poned the previous weekend, 
due to severe blowing wind 
and snow and temps in the 20 
below range.
At the X Games, pro snow-
boarders and skiers can be 
seen flying through the air 
as if gravity is optional. This 
skill may take years to per-
fect, but the skills necessary 
to have fun take no time at all, 
if you don’t mind falling on 
your butt.  This was the case 
for several students trying out 
their skiing legs for the first 
time in their life.  
Grisa Pradhan, a senior 
English and mass communica-
tions major and Mohammad 
Shakir, a senior and president 
of ISO, skied for the first time 
on Saturday. They are also 
both from Nepal, nestled near 
the tallest peak in the world, 
Mount Everest.  
“A lot of people come to 
Mount Everest to ski, but I 
never did,” Shakir said.  
Pradhan recalled life in 
the city near the Himalayas, 
but said those who skied 
there were well trained. 
Understandable, as no slope 
in Nepal has a resort on it 
and all snow lines are gener-
ally over 4,000 meters, thus 
making altitude sickness com-
mon. Andes Tower Hills on 
the other hand is at 1,620 feet 
above sea level and has a ver-
tical drop of 290 feet. Pradhan 
and Shakir came from literally 
the top of the world to “ski the 
top of the world” in western 
Minnesota.
The training at Andes Tower 
Hills for some is a little less 
than that of Mount Everest. 
It sometimes consisted of ski-
ing down the beginner’s hill 
until they could make it to the 
bottom without falling and 
could stop without running 
into someone.  
“It seems easy, but it’s very 
hard,” Pradhan said about 
downhill skiing after a couple 
falls on the bunny hill. 
According to the responsi-
bility code of Andes, common 
sense and personal aware-
ness are the keys to reducing 
high-risk skiing.  For a small 
fee there is also Ski School 
offered by the Professional Ski 
Instructors of America at the 
hill.  
Andes Tower Hills, locat-
ed about 100 miles from 
Moorhead, in Kensington, 
Minn., near Alexandria, is a 
unique environment for any-
body.  Whether a beginner or 
an expert, the runs are marked 
easiest, more difficult or most 
difficult.  
International students ‘ski the top of the world’ in west central Minnesota
left to right: Junior nana kikyohara, hokkaido, Japan, freshman 
nate Mack, Watertown,  senior Tae Woo lee, seoul, south korea, 
fresman godwin kessy, Arusha, Tanzania, Jr. Mariko ogawa, 
Tokyo.
A view of a couple runs on Andes Tower hills and the chalet.
MichAel Johnson / The AdvocATe
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Credit card debt 
is a growing
concern for 
college students
As college students, most of us are forced to be 
thrifty. We’re able to get by, sure, but most of us don’t 
have a lot in the way of disposable income. 
Between rent, gas and cell phone bills, we often don’t 
have much cash in our pockets. Our wallets tell us 
that we should learn to do without late night pizzas 
and MP3s, whether we like it or not. 
However, our lack of cash doesn’t mean we aren’t 
constantly surrounded by things that tempt us to blow 
the small amount of money that we do have. 
It’s all too easy to go out to eat one too many times 
in a week or to spend a little more than we should on 
entertainment. 
As if student loans weren’t enough, credit cards 
are easier to get than ever before. It’s an incredibly 
simple process to get approved for a new credit card, 
especially if you’ve had even one card before. 
Just being a student at a university is enough to let 
credit card companies know that either you or your 
parents will be there to pay the high interest credit 
card bills.
While a little overspending probably isn’t going to 
lead to any sort of long-term damage, big-ticket credit 
card purchases almost certainly will. 
A 32 gigabyte iPod touch might not seem all that 
important, but getting your car’s engine fixed to avoid 
a two hour bus ride to work is a necessity.
Many college students also purchase pricey items like 
laptop computers on “payment plans,” which end up 
being nothing more than a less flexible credit line.  If 
you can’t afford it now, remember that you’re going 
to end up paying even more on a payment plan.
The solution to credit card debt is pretty simple. Have 
a credit card. Don’t spend more on your credit card 
than you have in your checking account, if you can 
help it. 
To avoid interest rates and fees, make sure that you’re 
paying as much as you can (if not the full balance) 
every month and that you’re paying it on time. 
Page 4, The Advocate Thursday, February 21, 2008OpiniOn
Advocate boardeditorial
The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not 
necessarily those of the college administration, 
faculty or student body. The Advocate encourages 
Letters to the Editor and Your Turn submissions. 
They should be typed and must include the writer’s 
name, signature, address, phone number, year in 
school or occupation and any affiliations. Letters are 
due by 5 p.m. Monday and can be sent to  
MSUM Box 130, 
dropped off in The Advocate office  
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
Alyssa Schafer
Editor
Ben Sailer
Opinion Editor
Recognizing presidents 
The United States of 
America is known for its free-
dom. Throughout each trial 
and war that America went 
through, there had been a 
leader that led the country 
through it. These leaders are 
named presidents.
George Washington led 
our country to freedom. 
Washington made sure that 
the Virginian frontier was safe 
from the French and was also 
the only one of the founding 
fathers to set his slaves free. 
He finished his second term in 
1797 and retired to his home 
on the Potomac River. He died 
in 1799. 
Thomas Jefferson was anoth-
er extraordinary president and 
was the primary author of the 
Declaration of Independence. 
Even before Jefferson became 
president, he wanted to open 
the world to the western fron-
tier by sending explorers out 
onto the unknown land that 
had only been told about in 
stories that passed around by 
fur traders and the French.
When Abraham Lincoln, 
became president he pled 
with the Southern states to 
avoid war, but the Civil War 
followed. All Lincoln want-
ed was for the States to pull 
together and be the brothers 
they really were. He was shot 
by John Wilkes Booth on April 
14 in Fordes Theatre when 
watching a play with his wife 
on Good Friday.  He died right 
across the street from Fordes 
Theatre on April 15.
Teddy Roosevelt is another 
president that made America 
strong. In 1884, his wife 
died. To cope, he went to 
the Badlands of the Dakota 
Territory. For two years he 
rode a horse and lived the life 
of a cowboy. He founded the 
Rough Riders Regiment and 
the well known teddy bear 
was named after him. Besides 
saving the little bear that was 
named after him, he contrib-
uted greatly to the national 
forests out in the west.  
Each of these presidents 
you can find in South Dakota 
at Mount Rushmore. They 
stood strong when the coun-
try needed someone to take 
charge. In each leader there 
are good qualities. People can 
take those good qualities and 
look for them in the future 
presidents. Look for someone 
that will be a great leader, that 
will make people hundreds 
of years from now look back 
to this person, because they 
made our country strong. 
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Support your president?
E-mail Berglund
at berglunde@mnstate.edu.
The tragic campus shootings 
within the past year remind 
us to take a rational look at 
our own school security. I’ve 
talked to several people about 
this issue and most people 
don’t believe a shooting inci-
dent would occur on our cam-
pus. Some people believe oth-
erwise. 
However, almost all stu-
dents I’ve talked to about this 
subject feel a little less safe 
than they did a year ago. And 
the nationwide shootings are 
not the only reason why.
Over the past year, we’ve 
seen renovations to MacLean. 
Among the changes are barred 
windows and doors that only 
lock on the outside. While I 
could argue that we would 
be helpless if a shooter came 
in our classroom or hallway, 
experience shows this is not 
true. At Virgina Tech students 
were able to lock doors, were 
able to jump through windows 
and this almost certainly made 
the difference between some-
one being dead or being alive. 
Currently we are trapped 
in our classrooms, even on 
the ground floor. While tak-
ing the bars off windows and 
putting proper locks on doors 
doesn’t increase our chances 
of survival by much, they are 
still chances. Bars on the win-
dows and doors without inte-
rior locks are serious safety 
hazards in the event of an 
emergency, and turning class-
rooms into jail cells serves no 
benefits. Please do not dismiss 
our concerns as trivial. We 
shouldn’t have to wait until 
a student dies before MSUM 
makes their classrooms safe.
      
School shootings raise safety concerns
  James Schumann
                Graduate Student
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As much as I try to get 
outside even when it is below 
zero, I find myself more and 
more involved with the in-
doors. It is a sad truth that is 
hard to fight when you are 
a college student. According 
to the Nature Conservancy’s 
new report, outdoor recreation 
is at an all time low in the U.S., 
as well as in other developed 
countries. 
Since the 1980s, a drop of 
around 18 to 20 percent has 
been seen. The study was 
based on numbers of people 
involved in camping, back-
packing, hiking, hunting, fish-
ing and visits to state and 
national park systems.  
These numbers 
show that more 
and more people 
couldn’t care less 
about the natural 
world that sup-
ports the pure air, 
food and water 
around them. 
The threat to the environment 
is real and future generations 
could lose the feeling that so 
many poets and conservation-
ists gave praise to in years 
past.
One state finally passed 
something that I think is a 
step in the right direction.  In 
the spring of 2009, Illinois will 
be the first to have a statewide 
bass-fishing tournament at the 
high school level.  
I know it doesn’t seem 
like this will save our envi-
ronment, but for the groups 
of high school students that 
don’t get involved in other 
extracurricular activities, this 
is very important. Future gen-
erations need to get involved 
in the outdoors, and having 
this kind of opportunity will 
hopefully bring about enrich-
ment and that commonly used 
word, change.
With this passing, I can only 
hope that the land of ten thou-
sand lakes will be casting a 
vote to start this at the high 
school level and at colleges as 
well.  Not only can this put the 
students in the outdoors, but 
it could be part of an intense 
course where a student would 
learn basic boat and small 
engine maintenance, wetland 
biology, fish identification and 
how to be sportsman-like on 
the water.  I think this can only 
do good things for the planet. 
Unlike many sports pro-
grams from my high school 
that have to struggle to buy 
new uniforms every decade or 
so, this new sport has already 
received advertising support 
from the biggest names in 
fishing. 
Also, unlike other sports 
that are practiced in high 
school and college, fishing 
tournaments can be extremely 
competitive, yet relaxing. If 
the fishing is slow, what bet-
ter place to catch up on your 
homework than in the seat of 
your luxury bass boat?
Recently, while perusing 
my local liquor establishment, 
I was intrigued by Wild Hop 
Organic Lager. 
It’s finally here, a time when 
I can enjoy a beer, nobly do 
my part to save the world, and 
fight the corporate machine 
all at the same time. After a 
little research, the facts didn’t 
quite add up. Green Valley, the 
brewer of Wild Hop, is actu-
ally Anheuser-Busch’s cover 
name in the organic market. 
On the bottle there is no 
mention of the giant behind 
this seemingly pastoral com-
pany. There goes my illusion 
of sticking it to the man. I’m 
supporting the guys who mass 
produce urine in a can and call 
it Keystone Light. 
 In order to be certified as 
organic a beer must contain 
only 95 percent organic prod-
uct. Barley or an alternate 
grain grown organically, along 
with water, takes care of this 
requirement. The hops and 
any other ingredients can be 
drenched with as much pes-
ticide as the brewer wishes. 
Anheuser-Busch is one of the 
heaviest lobbyers in the USDA 
to keep this percentage at the 
absolute minimum. Strong 
public pressure forced them 
to begin using organic hops, 
but the company continues 
lobbying efforts against a 100 
percent requirement.
Their approach to entering 
this market is highly contro-
versial and more than a little 
backhanded. Regardless, there 
could be one good outcome: 
as the company increases 
investment in this burgeoning 
market their customers may 
develop some semblance of a 
palate and quite drinking the 
swill that is Bud Light. That, 
I am assured, is a cause we all 
can rally behind.
Not-so-organic beer offends 
Films inspire
An endless cycle of sleep and cinema sums up my life for 
most of this past week. Sickness socked me a good one, and 
I didn’t leave my apartment for days. Basically all I did when 
I wasn’t sleeping was watch movies. I am not even sure if I 
would be able to recall the names of all of them. 
Aside from taking me away from the reality of my miserable 
condition, I have concluded that these movies, some good and 
some terrible, did more good than harm. One movie, for exam-
ple, inspired my roommate and me to study up on the Jewish 
feast, Purim. It’s a time of celebration for when the Jews were 
spared from extermination as recorded in the book of Esther. 
I’m excited to celebrate it for the first time this March. 
A couple of the movies I watched served as launching pads 
into meaningful discussions. Movies cover such a range of top-
ics and can cause friendships to plunge to entirely new levels 
due to the subjects they bring into conversation. I talked with 
friends about topics such as grief, wealth and family. 
While I am a big fan of reading and practice it myself, I have 
learned the important role movies can play in our lives through 
the powerful stories they tell. Not every movie serves to inspire 
and spur us on to be better people, but we also don’t always 
allow the good ones to do so. So, let the credits rolling at the end 
of a film be a cue that the time has come for some good discus-
sion. Dig deep and talk about those issues brought up in the 
movie. We may learn more about each other in the process. 
I’m starting to feel better. Let’s go to the theater, shall we?
 Doing homework while fishing?
E-mail Johnson 
at johnsomic@mnstate.edu.
 Hate Bud Light?
E-mail Butrum
at lethalblues@hotmail.com.
See any good movies lately? 
E-mail Long at kimmyk04@hotmail.com.
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High school fishing gets kids to go outdoors   
 
Movies have power to 
teach, spark discussion
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There’s a murderer in our 
midst.
After being unjustly ban-
ished from London and his 
family 15 years ago, barber 
Benjamin Barker returns home 
under the alias of Sweeney 
Todd, obsessed with seek-
ing revenge on those who 
wronged him. His partner 
in crime is self-proclaimed 
“Worst Pies in London” baker 
Mrs. Lovett.
Together, the duo concocts a 
devious plan to fulfill Todd’s 
revenge and save Lovett’s 
pie shop—the barber slits his 
unsuspecting clients’ throats, 
while Lovett uses the human 
remains as pie filling. As a 
result, Todd’s enemies begin 
to mysteriously disappear and 
Lovett’s pie shop becomes a 
sensation.
Yet, can anything stop the 
team’s bloody rampage? 
Moreover, is anyone safe from 
their treachery?
The Fargo-Moorhead com-
munity will have the oppor-
tunity to see Todd in action 
when the MSUM theatre arts 
department presents Stephen 
Sondheim’s musical “Sweeney 
Todd: The Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street” at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 
27 through March 1 in Hansen 
Theatre.
“The actors really do make it 
more believable,” stage man-
ager Daniella Collier said. “It’s 
like you can really see these 
characters, and when I watch 
them, I really don’t see my 
classmates. I see Mrs. Lovett 
and Sweeney and all the other 
characters really.”
Given the recent popularity 
of “Sweeney Todd,” the cast 
and crew admit they have a lot 
to live up to. In the past decade, 
the musical has been revived 
in countless opera houses and 
theater companies. Late last 
year, director Tim Burton also 
adapted “Sweeney Todd” into 
an Oscar-nominated film star-
ring Johnny Depp and Helena 
Bonham Carter.
Director Hardy Koenig said 
the main appeal of the musical 
and the reason for its ongoing 
popularity is the classic story 
of revenge.
“It’s easy to say that it’s 
about a barber who kills peo-
ple and bakes them into pies, 
but really it’s a revenge trag-
edy,” Koenig said. “He comes 
in and is looking for revenge; 
it’s how his life turns upside 
down even more because he 
is blinded to lots of things that 
are going on because of his 
lust for revenge. That’s a clas-
sic story.”
On the other hand, other cast 
members enjoy the change of 
pace from ordinary musicals. 
Senior Matthew Berdahl, who 
plays Signor Adolfo Pirelli, 
says the musical has “cult clas-
sic written all over it” because 
of its dark atmosphere.
“It’s kind of a twist away 
from ‘Hairspray’ and stuff 
like that,” Tyler Michaels, who 
plays the title character, said. 
“It takes a little darker spin, 
showing just that musicals 
don’t always have to be the 
happy, dancing stuff.  It can be 
dark and scary.”
Despite the presence 
of the Burton film and the 
revival’s recent performance 
in Minneapolis earlier this 
month, the cast has strived 
to make the characters and 
production their 
own.
In particular, 
Michaels says, 
they tried to dig 
deep into their 
respective char-
acters’ psyches 
and understand 
what they’re 
thinking at every 
moment.
“We’re taking a 
much more real-
istic approach. I 
think we’re cut-
ting a lot of the 
campiness out 
of our produc-
tion and really 
trying to make it 
real,” Katherine 
Paynter, who 
plays Mrs. 
Lovett, said.
Berdahl added 
that a lot of char-
acters are being 
embraced in 
ways that the 
revival and film 
haven’t done. 
The cast has 
worked to make 
the characters as 
real as possible 
without making 
them stereotypi-
cal.
A primary example of this 
is seen in the ensemble. While 
the revival and film either 
eliminated or reduced their 
importance, Michaels and 
Paynter said the ensemble 
sets the mood for the show 
and pushes the audience from 
scene to scene.
“We really involved the 
ensemble in the whole pro-
duction,” Cody Bushee, an 
ensemble member said. “We’re 
on stage a lot and even though 
we’re not really in the scene, 
we are there and we’re watch-
ing other people act out the 
story and we’re reacting in 
appropriate ways.”
According to Berdahl, the 
ensemble is almost an onstage 
extension of the audience. As a 
result of their and other char-
acters’ constant presence, he 
estimates that there are only 
three or four exits in the entire 
musical.
Nevertheless, the cast said 
one of their biggest chal-
lenges was getting used to 
Sondheim’s music. Over his 
career, Sondheim has gained 
the reputation of being one of 
the most challenging compos-
ers because his scores tend to 
be operatic and vocally strain-
ing.
“All of his shows are very 
wordy, and they use words 
that I’ve never even heard 
of,” Paynter said. “With the 
rhythms and the words, it just 
gets jumbled in your mouth 
sometimes. You have to slow 
it down for yourself and then 
eventually speed it up so it’s 
at the right tempo.”
Michaels agreed it was 
some of the hardest music 
he has ever had to learn, but 
the difficulty also challenged 
him to work harder and focus 
more. In the end, he’s grateful 
for the opportunity.
Anything worth working 
on, Koenig said, feels even 
better when it’s accomplished. 
Learning to sing Sondheim is 
no exception.
”It’s phenomenal when 
they nail it,” Koenig said. 
“Sometimes in rehearsal, I’m 
sitting there and 21 voices on 
stage are singing together and 
they’re all nailing it. It’s amaz-
ing, it’s wonderful.”
In addition to developing 
their vocal ranges, the cast 
also had to learn a variety 
of dialects, from Cockney to 
Irish. To prepare for this, the 
cast took dialect lessons in-
between rehearsals.
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To Sweeney Todd, 
PAge 10
By KeLLIe MeeHLHAUSe
A&E Editor
Murder, cannibalism in Hansen
Theater department recreates tale of revenge in “Sweeney Todd”
SUBMITTed PHoTo
Sophomore Tyler Michaels and junior Katherine Paynter star in MSUM’s 
production of “Sweeney Todd: The demon Barber of Fleet Street.” The musical 
will be presented Feb. 27 through March 1 in Hansen Theatre.
BUSY BUBBLES
LOWEST PRICE EVER
RED HOT DEAL!!!!
$15.00 A MONTH
UNLIMITED TANNING
MINIMUM 3 MONTH REQUIREMENT
Visit http://www.washandtan.com
HIRING IMMEDIATELY!
F/T AND P/T TELESALES (18-40 HRS/WEEK)
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING! VARIETY OF PROGRAMS!
•
  
Paid Training
•  Casual Dress
•  Incentives
•  $9-$10/Hour
•  Referral Bonus
•  Fun Work Environment
Apply at:
2829 S. UNIVERSITY DR., FARGO
(Northwest Entrance of American Family Ins. Building)
Or send resume to www.pcifargo.com
EOE
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It’s once again time for 
cinema’s finest to recognize 
the outstanding achievements 
for 2007 in the 80th annual 
Academy Awards.
One noteworthy aspect of 
this year’s ceremony is now 
that the writer’s strike is over, 
the Oscars will not suffer 
the same fate as the Golden 
Globes and will be televised, 
with Jon Stewart hosting for 
the second time.  
However, the potential win-
ners are not as clear-cut as 
they usually are, with more 
dark horse nominees on the 
ballot than previous years. The 
major players in this year’s 
ceremony are “No Country 
For Old Men,” the suspense-
drama from “Fargo” directors 
Joel and Ethan Coen, and Paul 
Thomas Anderson’s “There 
Will Be Blood,” with Daniel 
Day-Lewis’ powerhouse per-
formance as an oil baron.
Picking the winners of 
the Oscar every year can be 
a tricky thing with so many 
good performances to choose 
from. Sometimes the winner 
is very obvious, other times 
not. The 2005 Best Picture win, 
for example, was expected to 
go to  “Brokeback Mountain,” 
but went to “Crash” instead.
Chipping in on the pre-
Oscar hype is Matt Olien, 
adjunct professor for the film 
studies department. Here are 
our picks for this year’s big 
categories.
Best Supporting Actress
• Cate Blanchett for “I’m 
Not There” 
• Ruby Dee for “American 
Gangster” 
• Saoirse Ronan for “Atone-
ment” 
• Amy Ryan for “Gone Baby 
Gone” 
• Tilda Swinton for “Michael 
Clayton” 
Heesch: Blanchett’s por-
trayal as Bob Dylan will take 
it, but Ruby Dee may get the 
sympathy vote, being 83.
Olien: My vote would go 
to Swinton, but many think 
Blanchett is the only Actress in 
the world who would pull off 
the Dylan/portraying a man 
performance.
Best Supporting Actor
• Casey Affleck for “The 
Assassination of Jesse James 
by the Coward Robert Ford” 
• Javier Bardem for “No 
Country for Old Men” 
• Philip Seymour Hoffman 
for “Charlie Wilson’s War” 
• Hal Holbrook for “Into 
the Wild” 
• Tom Wilkinson for 
“Michael Clayton” 
Heesch: Holbrook does a 
great job in “Into the Wild,” 
but Bardem will win.
Olien: This is a lock as 
Javier Bardem wins easily as 
the killer in “No Country for 
Old Men.”
Best Actress
• Cate Blanchett for 
“Elizabeth: The Golden Age” 
• Julie Christie for “Away 
from Her”
• Marion Cotillard for “La 
Vie en Rose” 
• Laura Linney for “The 
Savages” 
• Ellen Page for “Juno” 
Heesch: It’s a long shot, but 
Ellen Page winning for “Juno” 
would be fantastic.
Olien: My vote would go to 
Julie Christie if I had one.
Best Actor
• George Clooney for 
“Michael Clayton” 
• Daniel Day-Lewis for 
“There Will Be Blood” 
• Johnny Depp for “Sweeney 
Todd: The Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street”
• Tommy Lee Jones for “In 
the Valley of Elah” 
• Viggo Mortensen for 
“Eastern Promises” 
Heesch:  Close the voting, 
Day-Lewis already has this 
award on his mantle.
Olien: Bet the house, the 
mortgage and the kids on 
Daniel Day-Lewis in “There 
Will be Blood.”
Best Picture
• “Atonement”
• “Juno” 
• “Michael Clayton” 
• “No Country for Old 
Men”
• “There Will Be Blood” 
Heesch: The Coens will win 
for directing and “No Country 
For Old Men” will win Best 
Picture, just like Martin 
Scorsese and “The Departed” 
the year before.
Olien: To me, “Michael 
Clayton” is the best film of the 
year in my book. It was the 
best film from start to finish.
Of Note:
• Watch for “Transformers” 
to take most of the technical 
categories.
• Michael Moore will win 
another Best documentary 
Oscar for “Sicko.”
• “Enchanted” will not win 
an award for Best Song.
• Someone will cry and go 
on too long for their accep-
tance speech.
Be sure to catch the Oscars 
at 7 p.m. Sunday on ABC.
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By MAX HeeSCH
Staff Writer
Heesch can be reached 
at maxheesch@hotmail.com.
dAnIeL dAy LewIS
Who will win on Hollywood’s biggest night?
Your locally owned off sale
Open 10 am to 10 pm
2511 12th Ave. S. Moorhead    218-236-9494
MICHAeL Moore
CATe BLAnCHeTT
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By TIM STULKEN
Staff Writer
Notes from Nemzek
We are going to 
work on intensity 
and aggressive-
ness. We need to 
wrestle to win not 
to not lose.”
Matt Nelson
Junior 174-pound 
Wrestler
“
 JoN LAMBErT / AdvocATE PhoTo EdITor
Junior 125-pound Joe Werner and the dragons will enter the NcAA division II regionals on March 2 at Mankato. The top four wrestlers from each 
weight class qualify for Nationals on March 14 and 15 in cedar rapids, Iowa. currently MSUM is ranked No. 14 in the nation.  
Tennis team loses 
to Minnesota duluth
The Dragons dropped its 
match against Minnesota 
Dultuh Saturday 7-2.
Junior Alyssa Schafer won 
the only singles match, defeat-
ing her opponent 4-6, 6-0, 10-
7. 
Schafer was awarded the 
NSIC Women’s Tennis Player 
of the Week for her victories 
against UMD and her 6-0, 6-2 
victory against Northern State 
on Friday.
Men’s basketball 
gets swept, women 
split over weekend
The men’s basketball team 
has hit a recent skid, losing 
four of its last five games.
The Dragons dropped both 
of its weekend road games 
against Upper Iowa on Friday 
and against Winona State on 
Saturday.
Junior Grant Fossum led the 
Dragons on Friday with 18 
points in the 64-56 loss to the 
Peacocks.
On Saturday, junior Justyn 
Burgess led the Dragons with 
16 points in the 85-63 loss to the 
nationally ranked Warriors.
The women’s team defeated 
Upper Iowa 63-42 on Friday 
night, with senior Shelly Soule 
leading the Dragons with 16 
points.
Winona finished the sea-
son’s sweep of the Dragons on 
Saturday when the Warriors 
defeated MSUM 78-63. Senior 
Allison Swenson led the team 
with 14 points.
Women have 
success 
at Bison classic
The men and women’s track 
and field teams competed at 
the Bison Classic last week-
end. The women proved to 
have more success than the 
men.
Freshman Anna VanWechel 
placed second in the mile run 
and junior Sara Julsrud was 
second in the 800-meter run. 
The team finished second in 
the 1,600 meter relay.
roemer, Eckhoff 
are Athletes 
of the Week
Junior Ashley Roemer won 
the high jump at the Bison 
Classic and also set a new 
NSIC women’s pentathlon 
record with 3,517 points. 
These accomplishments gave 
her an MSUM Athlete of the 
Week Award.
 Junior Kyle Eckhoff had a 
noteable second place finish at 
the Bison Classic in the 3,000 
meter run. 
After two days of defeat, the 
Dragons conquered Division I 
Portland State last Saturday. 
MSUM fell to Upper Iowa 
last Thursday and to MSU 
Mankato on Friday. 
“Both teams played really 
well,” head coach Keenan 
Spiess said. “We lost, but the 
guys wrestled well against 
Portland and came away with 
a win.”
The Dragons won eight of 
the 10 weight classes. Winning 
were senior Shane Walton; 
juniors Rockie Stavn, Tyler 
Tubbs and Matt Nelson; and 
freshman Tallen Wald. Junior 
Joe Werner and freshman 
Evan Forde won by forfeit. 
Freshman Derek Bombstad 
won by default. Only fresh-
men Jon Swart and Dan LeDuc 
lost their matches. 
Spiess hopes to qualify as 
many of his wrestlers as pos-
sible at the upcoming NCAA 
II regional tournament.
He said: “We hope to qual-
ify six to seven wrestlers at 
the regional tournament. 
Hopefully among them will 
be those that are nationally 
ranked or have been including 
Janke, Bombstad and senior 
Shane Walton. Also, Stavn and 
Tubbs will hopefully qualify. 
Some others who will have to 
wrestle hard, but still could 
potentially qualify are Nelson, 
Werner and Wald.”
Tubbs also hopes that they 
are able to qualify seven wres-
tlers. He feels the team wres-
tled well against Portland but 
could have wrestled better in 
the other duals.
“We lost the first two, but 
came back and won pretty 
handily against Portland,” he 
said. “The team could have 
wrestled better.”
Nelson agreed. 
He said: “We wrestled 
tough against Portland. The 
other two matches we were 
not at our full potential. We 
are capable of wrestling bet-
ter. We could have won more 
matches against both Mankato 
and Illinois.”
Spiess said that his team 
will be trying to recover from 
the last several weeks.
“We are trying to piece our 
team back together,” he said. 
“We have some guys injured 
and our starting line-up isn’t 
what we want it to be. We 
have five freshmen starting 
out of 10 weight classes.”
Tubbs said the next few 
weeks leading up to the 
regional tournament will be 
used to get in 
better shape. 
“We will be 
fine tuning some 
things we have 
had problems 
with,” he said. 
“We also will 
be working on 
intensity.”
Nelson said 
that had work in practice will 
be important entering the 
regional tournament. 
“We are going to work on 
intensity and aggressiveness,” 
he said. “We need to wrestle to 
win, not to not 
lose.” 
Spiess said 
that practices 
during the next 
several week 
will be short 
but intense.
“We are 
working on 
intensity and 
coming out with a hunger to 
win,” he said. “We need to 
prepare mentally.”
The team hopes to continue 
to improve and wrestle with 
more passion. Qualifying peo-
ple at the regional tournament 
and placing well is their goal. 
The team hopes to achieve 
their reasonable goal of third 
at the regional tournament as 
well as continue to the nation-
al tournament and place sev-
eral wrestlers.
Stulken can be reached
at stulkti@mnstate.edu.
Team loses two of three, gets ready for Regionals
WrestliNg
SportS Page 9, The AdvocateThursday, February 21, 2008
 JoN LAMBErT / AdvocATE PhoTo EdITor
Fencing coach robert Bianco, left, and Sarah Palm, freshman, work with foils in the Nemzek dance room.
By JENA rEEd
Staff Writer
Fencing club grows on MSUM
A new and growing club on 
campus draws attention to a 
less traditional sport found at 
MSUM.  
Fencing, a type of formal 
fighting, is done using blunt-
ed swords and is a new club 
at MSUM.  
Although many students on 
campus are unaware of the 
technique and details about 
fencing outside of movies and 
TV shows, it seems many are 
curious about what this sport 
has to offer. 
 “I don’t know much about 
fencing, but I would be inter-
ested in hearing more about 
either the sport or the club 
around campus,” sophomore 
Laura Kohtala said.
The fencing club at MSUM 
has struggled to stay alive 
the past couple of years.  The 
group has met on and off for 
a few years seeking interest 
from students.  
However, the group’s per-
sistence finally paid off when 
the club was officially created. 
It is now two years old and 
continues to expand.
Their new certified coach, 
freshman Robert Bianco, has 
been fencing for about 15 
years, and was the first person 
to spread the word about the 
sport on  campus. Bianco and 
club President Evan Tilton 
have had a big part in keeping 
the club organized and inter-
esting.  They started advertis-
ing and have had a good turn 
out due to their posters and 
announcements.
Tilton also takes tae-kwan-
do courses at MSUM and 
finds himself very interested 
in what formal fighting has 
to offer. 
“Fencing was just some-
thing I’ve always wanted to 
try,” Tilton said. 
Although most of the club 
consists of beginners, like 
Tilton, the group is equal-
ly represented by men and 
women who joined the fenc-
ing club with intentions of 
learning and improving their 
fencing skills. 
“At practice, (Bob) leads us, 
and we work on our footwork. 
We work on different types 
of blade work, and once you 
get far enough you can begin 
to practice bouting, which is 
the actual fencing back and 
forth,” Tilton explained.
 The club isn’t looking for 
experienced fencers neces-
sarily, just those interested 
in learning about the sport. 
Tilton, after only participating 
actively in the sport for about 
six months, was able to take 
part in his first tournament 
just a couple of weeks ago.
“Fencing is a sport that is 
both fun to do competitively 
and a sport that can be done 
lifelong,” Tilton said.
If you are interested in join-
ing the fencing club, you can 
go to a meeting on Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 8 to 
10 p.m. in the Dance Hall at 
Nemzek.  Or, you can contact 
Evan Tilton at evan_08_@hot-
mail.com.  
The club often attends tour-
naments in the Twin Cities 
and hopes to grow enough to 
bring a number of fencers to 
these competitions.
In the future, there may be a 
fencing class oppertunity that 
would be taught by Bianco. 
reed can be reached
at sportychica333@hotmail.com.
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Galleria
On 42nd
A   P   A   R   T   M   E   N   T   S
Swimming Pool
Hot Tub
Tanning & Fitness
Underground Parking
Choose From Many Floor Plans
701-356-3801 3700 42nd St. S. Fargo
Johanson can be reached
at johansel@mnstate.edu.
V-Day celebrates women
Vagina monologues lend power, hope, healing and funds
Because his character is Irish 
and Italian, Berdahl appreci-
ated the extra work because 
it added to the authenticity of 
the production.
“In shows like ‘Guys and 
Dolls,’ you can accept some 
failure, but when you’re doing 
Sondheim, you can’t character 
anything,” Berdahl said. “It’s 
just got to be solid and good 
because if it’s not, the audi-
ence can see that it’s garbage. 
And this MSUM stuff is not 
garbage.”
The theater department 
will end its 2007-08 season 
with “The Last Days of Judas 
Iscariot” in April. Directed by 
theater chair Craig Ellingson, 
the dark comedy reexamines 
the plight and fate of the New 
Testament’s most infamous 
and unexplained sinner.
To order tickets for “Sweeney 
Todd,” call 218-477-2271 or 
visit the Box Office, located 
next to Hansen Theatre in the 
Center for the Arts. Box Office 
hours are noon to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.
 Sweeney Todd, From PAge 6
meehlhause can be reached
at meehlhke@mnstate.edu.
The “V” in V-Day stands 
for vagina, valentine, and last 
Thursday on Gaede stage, it 
stood for victory.
V-day is a grass-roots cam-
paign to end violence against 
women and girls. College 
campuses, cities and other 
organizations have been cel-
ebrating V-Day on Valentine’s 
Day for the past 10 years 
by performing Eve Ensler’s 
“Vagina Monologues.”
“I think the greatest thing 
about it is that she didn’t just 
publish a bunch of interviews,” 
said Justine Fischer, a senior 
vocal performance major who 
was in the show for her fourth 
year this year. 
“I think that the way Ensler 
took her interviews and turned 
them into poetic theater. In 
particular she gave the inter-
views a way to be powerful 
and poigniant,” said Fischer.
Each of the monologues has 
a story from a real woman 
who Ensler interviewed. 
Some monologues, like “the 
Angry Vagina,” are humorous 
and bring important but light-
hearted issues to the forefront. 
The discomfort of trips to 
the gynecologist, thongs and 
even tampons are discussed 
at length.
Many of the monologues 
simply deal with the lack of 
awareness of the presence of 
the vagina. In one monologue, 
a woman prefers to think of 
her vagina as furniture, rather 
than an actual part of herself.
Because the monologues 
are meant to raise money to 
curb violence against women, 
it is natural that some of the 
monologues deal with igno-
rance, rape and abuse.
“Some of the stories are 
tough to deal with,” Taaren 
Haak, a junior photojournal-
ism major said.
Unfortunately, that’s the 
point. If there weren’t difficult 
stories to tell, there wouldn’t 
be a reason for V-Day or the 
Vagina Monologues. 
The movement’s motto is 
“V-Day: Until the violence 
stops.” Theatergoers and 
activists may still have the 
monologues to look forward 
to for the rest of their lives, but 
this is one show the writers 
hope will close a little early.
Inside the chalet is a pro 
shop with many popular 
brands as well as staff that can 
tune and repair equipment.
Starting in 1980, Andes 
Tower Hills has grown to be a 
major part of winter sports for 
many Minnesotans and has 
been visited by over a mil-
lion people. The average week 
draws around 3,500 to 4,500 
people and on Thursdays, col-
lege night, there are usually 30 
to 50 college students, accord-
ing to Rhyan Buettner, event 
coordinator at Andes Tower 
Hills.
“We thought it would be a 
good time,” Shakir said. “We 
learn how to ski this time and 
next year we’ll come back and 
be good.” 
For more information about 
activities, hours and rates at 
Andes Tower Hills, visit their 
web site at www.andestower-
hills.com or call them at 877-
SKI-ANDES.
Johnson can be reached
at johnsomic@mnstate.edu.
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Now Hiring
Old Broadway is hiring bartend-
ers, doorman, day servers, and 
night servers. Night servers start at 
$6.00 per hour plus tips. Apply in 
person at 22 Broadway, Fargo, ND.
Misc.
PREGNANT? You have options. 
Pregnancy testing, counseling, 
limited ultrasound exams – Free & 
Confidential. 701.237.6530 (Fargo) 
or www.firstchoiceclinic.com.
Now Renting
UPSCALE DOWNTOWN LIVING 
- 1, 2 or 3 bdrm / 2 bath apart-
ments featuring garages / indoor 
parking, central air, private laun-
dry units, from $600/mo. Sorry, 
No Pets! Call 701-239-2603 for 
further information.
Looking for energetic students to 
work early evening hours clean-
ing office buildings. Shifts are 2 
to 4 hours Monday thru Friday 
after 5 p.m. with all weekends off. 
Apply in person at PBS, 3431 4th 
Avenue SW, Suite C.
Near Campus! 3-5 bedroom 
houses near MSU-M! Signing 
Leases Now for 2008. 
Call 701.412.8579.
Classifiedsq
Car insurance too high or hard 
to find? Need renter’s insurance? 
Call Cami at American Family 
Insurance, 819 30 Ave S Moorhead 
(by Safari Theater/Subway), 233-
9252.
Every student who files for 
a student loan is required to 
do some interest counseling. 
The Financial Aid office 
offers classes for people seek-
ing information about credit 
card debt. The college also 
offers money management 
presentations to classes on-
campus and presentations for 
high school students about 
making budgets. 
Soon “Money Management 
Modules” will be available 
online. If a student is up late 
at night worrying, he or she 
can go online to get tips.
The anonymous source says 
she believes her biggest prob-
lem with credit card debt was 
shopping too much. 
“I’d go through spurts of 
buying things, then returning 
them and getting cash back, so 
essentially I was doing lots of 
cash advances.” 
Now, she says: “Notice what 
you’re buying on credit. Do 
you really need new hockey 
skates or will used ones work? 
Do you really need four of the 
same pair of boots—one in 
each color? Be reasonable with 
the money you don’t have yet. 
Be careful with your money. 
Don’t think it comes from 
nowhere.”
When using a credit card, 
almost everyone can agree 
that it’s important to make 
more than the minimum pay-
ment. Pay the bills on time 
and stay on top of things. 
According to Carolyn 
Zehren, Director of Scholarship 
and Financial Aid at MSUM, 
“Stay informed. Read the 
statement. Challenge charges. 
Write to the company about 
interest rates.” 
The anonymous source 
said: “Keep communication 
with your creditors. If there is 
an emergency and you cannot 
make the minimum payment, 
call the company and talk to 
them. If you have a good pay-
ment history, they will work 
with you on coming up with a 
different payment plan. Don’t 
just pretend it will all go away 
because it can and will go to 
collections, and that’s how the 
big problems start.”
When the debt gets out of 
hand, it’s vital to stop using 
the card and accumulating 
more debt. Zehren says to cut 
them up, preferably and close 
the accounts. Never pay off 
one card with another. Credit 
cards charge interest of about 
three percent on the balance 
transferred.
If these suggestions don’t 
seem to be having any effect, 
get it down in black and white. 
This means writing down 
every card and the amount 
due. By having it visually pre-
sented, the debt can be easier 
to manage. From here, the 
cards can get paid off. Pay 
the smallest balance first and 
work your way up to the high-
est.
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Pearson can be reached
at pearsomi@mnstate.edu.
He is now working on 
his fifth book, a novel titled 
“Downtown Owl,” which 
is due out in September. He 
describes it as a story steeped 
in rural mythology about 
three kids in a fic-
tional small town 
in North Dakota, 
which is also in 
some way related 
to the real-life tax 
protestor-turned-
violent-murderer 
Gorden Kahl, set 
in the early ‘80s. 
In addition to his book writ-
ing, Klosterman is a contribut-
ing writer to Esquire, Believer, 
ESPN and the New York Times 
magazine (which comes as an 
insert in the Sunday edition of 
the paper). 
He also held a writing gig at 
Spin from 2002 to 2006, when 
the majority of the staff were 
fired and replaced as a result 
of a shift in the publication’s 
management. 
Klosterman began his writ-
ing career at his student news-
paper while attending the 
UND, where he found he had 
a way with words. 
After graduating from 
college 1994, 
K l o s t e r m a n 
went to work 
for the Fargo 
Forum of Fargo-
Moorhead for 
four years, start-
ing his job at the 
paper the same 
week as cur-
rent Forum editor Matt Von 
Pinnon. He then took another 
newspaper position in Akron, 
Ohio, where he wrote his book 
debut, “Fargo Rock City.” 
His inspiration came when 
he noticed there were no 
books about glam rock bands 
on the shelf at his local book-
store. Thinking he would like 
to read such a book on the 
subject, he decided to write 
one himself.
“It seemed like a bad idea, 
but I still wanted to do it,” 
Klosterman said. 
The book ended up being 
a critical and commercial 
success. Its follow-up, “Sex, 
Drugs, and Cocoa Puffs,” went 
on to sell over 250,000 copies. 
While he’s often pegged as a 
pop-culture writer, Klosterman 
feels such a label doesn’t need 
to be limiting and may be 
somewhat misleading. 
Klosterman said: “I think 
the reason I write about pop 
culture is because I don’t just 
write about the present tense; 
I write about things in the 
present tense that people are 
aware of, which means they 
must be popular,” 
“I think it’s odd that some-
body says that I’m a pop cul-
ture writer. I think to me, that 
just seems like you’re a writer 
because everything’s pop cul-
ture...if it’s popular enough to 
be written about, I guess that 
makes it pop, you know?” 
Sailer can be reached
at sailerbe@mnstate.edu.
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 I think i’s odd that 
somebody says 
I’m a pop culture 
writer. I think to 
me, that just
seems like you’re a writer.”
chuck 
klosterman
“
Parks hopes to avoid a situ-
ation from occurring on our 
campus by identifying stu-
dents who are at risk before 
they act. 
A care team program has 
been developed to accomplish 
this task, and there are many 
counseling services available 
for students.
“The care team helps to 
identify students at risk,” 
he said. “They get them the 
help and recourses they need. 
Whether those be psychologi-
cal issues or emotional issues 
that are identified.” 
The new text alert system 
will allow the school to alert 
students of possible dangers 
in order to limit or eliminate 
the damage if an event were 
to occur. 
Parks encourages all stu-
dents to sign up for the text 
alert system.
To register for text mes-
sage alerts, students can visit 
https://appserv.mnstate.
edu/security/ecampus and 
enter their cell phone number. 
The process is simple and 
takes less than a minute to 
complete. 
Faculty and department 
numbers have been entered 
into the system already, so 
employees of MSUM do not 
need to sign up for the pro-
gram.
“I encourage everyone to 
sign up for the text alert pro-
gram,” Parks said. “It will 
help spread the word quickly 
and efficiently about potential 
security risks.” 
The new program should 
provide an updated security 
feature to help the universi-
ty combat negative events if 
they were to occur. Students 
can be sure their information 
will be kept confidential and 
that they will only be receiv-
ing time sensitive, emergency 
messages.
For more information about 
the text message alert system, 
visit www.mnstate.edu/secu-
rity/e2campus.cfm.
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4NOW covers 100% of the cost of birth control, emergency contraception, annual
exams and more. That means you pay zero. So what are you waiting for? If you’re a
student or working woman living paycheck to paycheck, chances are very good that
you qualify for this awesome new program. If you’re a Minnesota resident, find out if
you’re eligible today. Call 1.800.230.PLAN or go to ppmns.org/4NOW.
Kiss birth control costs good-bye for now.
4NOW is part of the Minnesota Family Planning Program.
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Stulken can be reached
at stulketi@mnstate.edu.
To register for 
MSUM’s 
text message 
alert system, 
visit: 
https://appserv.
mnstate.edu/security/
ecampus
